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30, (currently amended) The 



on 



2 29, wherein the carrier fluid system is programmed to increase at least a portion of the $ volume 
of an assay element. 

31. (currently amended) The companion body fluid analyzing cartridge of claim 



2 29, wl 



32. (currently amended) The rampanion body fluid 
2 29, further comprising an assay element, wherein the eerier calibration fluid remains essentially 
unmixed with the assay element 



33. (currently amended) The companion body fluid analyzing cartridge of claim 



2 29, further comprising an assay element preparati on system, wherein the carrier calibration fluid 
remains essentially unmixed with the asi&y eteffi 



34, (currently amended) An analytical instrument comprising: 

a companion body fluid analyzing cartridge body comprising: 



a 



a waste retrieval system connected to a second tube^od 
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20 



a fli4fl rtgervoir, imtfollv oontaihiifr a calibration fluid cormsteted 



to said first tube and to said se c ond tufc ; n both mid rongcnt ntnragft system hnrt ani ii 
wagto retrieval sy s tem oompriaing a ioaine reusabl e fluid rowrvoir, s aid sam e reusable 
fluid reservoir being directly connected to s aid - first tub e for providing a reogeni htfrs&Hl 



rea g ent storage oy gfeenfr 



diPDotly connected to oaid second tube for r e c e ivin g 



wofito fluid from said ^vtiflfo retri e val ''sygfie ^ and 

a sensor cartridge detachabiy connected to aaid companion fluid cartridge. 



12 said sensor cartridge receives said calibration fluid fix)m said compAoion fluid cartridge vta said 



first tube and provides a waste fluid to said second tube after a caffl 



14 said waste fl uid being deposited in said fluid reservoir via said second tube. - and reo e iveg said 
reagent from paid reagent storage syst e m of s aid companion body fluid analyzing cartridge body, 
16 and providing wast e -fluid te - tfa e w o^e re tri e vd &ystom on said oomponion body fluid analyzing 



cartridg e -body - - ofter s aid oeriiror - cartrid^ 



IS oortridgo provides ohomiori analysis of to aasay clcmcn tr 



having a liquid 



volum e- eap a oity of - b e twe e fr 5 0 and SO naieto liters; 



s aid companion body ffa^ b o dy having o liquid 



v olum e capacity of between 50 and 500 micro ^ titers r 



35. (currently amended) An analytical instrument comprising; 



a companion fluid carfcridge comprismg : body fluid analyzing oortrifoo 



body oompriaing 



a calibration fluid system directly connected to a first tubciaad 
a waste retrieval system directly coimected to a second tub e; a^ad 
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a fltitd reservoir, initially contairrinfr a calibration fluid, o 



to said first fl ffr fr j jft ft g rid second tube and hnth nnirf anlihnitinn 

» ■ * ■ *** 

• *■ •**■* * » 

system and said ~vynste retrieval oyotem comprising a sam e r e usabl e 
fi^*cper vo^ pomp rougoblo fluid re s ervoir being directly 
conn e ct e d to s onl fiM tube that provides a fluid to s aid calibration 

* * * 

m * * 

s ystem and fe e ing directl y conn e cted to a cid se cond tube that 



receive s wast e fluid fc e m s aid Waste retrieval s ystem, and 
a sensor cartridge detachably connected to said companion fluid cartridge. 



14 said sensor cartridge receives said ca« brt^ fluid cartridge via said 



first tube and calferates an actiraaiea of said sensor 



add sensor cartridge provided a 



ttflfte fluid to said second tube after itoifo^ to avoid interference of 

Said Wtt<? fluid vnti* » ipeasurcm?n< rn^de ftt ^qid ffl^ye area <tf sad SCTgpr mtMgs^fes&s 



18 fluid being deposited in saicl fluid reservoir via said second tufre : and r e c e iving said calibration 



fluid from said oalibrntion system on acid companion body .fluid analyzing 



providing - wast e- fluid to the waste retrieval sy atem on said ccmpanfo^ 

cartridge body after acid calibration fluid is roooived by s ai d sen s or caftridgey wher ei n th e -se nso r 



22 cartridg e provid es ebejra^ aaoay etettiottt , said sensor cartridge: having A liquid 



volume capacity of between 20 and 50 micro-liters; 



said fluid reservoir compan i on bckiv fluid a flfllv^p cartri dge body having 



a liquid volume capacity of between SO and 500 micro-litera 



36. (currently amended) An analytical instrument comprising; 

a companion fluid cartridge comprising : body fluid analyzing cartridge 



body comprising 
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an assay element prepar^on sy^^ connect ed to a first tu^l: «nd 



a waste retrieval system connected to a second tube^fifid 
a fluid feaefVdif Mttallv c^fomft on tv ah assay 



tton 



flui d. m4 ftoid resent ^ second tube: arid^ tefli 

amid assay element preparation system cmd smd wast o retrieval s ystem oomprwing a>£ftme 



nutltiuoo fluid res e rvoir, - pa ft 
tube for providing a fluid to ooid assay el 



fluid re s er v oir directly conn e cted to s aid fim 



to said se cond tube for rccctvmg a; waat e fluid from s aid waste retrieval 



dirootly connected 



sy s tem, arid 



a sensor cartridge comprising a regeneratable active dement, said sensor 



cartridge being dettehably connect ^ said sensor cartridge 



14 being for receiving said assay preparation fluid from and teo e ivin& s aid fluid from said aamo 
muttatso fluid re s ervoir -via said first tube, said assay preparation fluid being for regenerating 



16 said regenerataWe active element, said essay prepar 



fluid turning into a waste fluid after 



regenerating said regeneratable active element, said fluid reservoir being for receiving said Waste 
18 fluid from said sensor cartridge via of add companion body fluid analyzing cartridge body, and 



th e n providing waste fluid to said second tube, said reg 



20 next fluid sample test, of-san* 



beings 




active element being for use in a 



y- fl u id analyzing 



multius e fluid fworvoir, add ■ o^ e r-oartrktgo having it liquid 



22 vokHse- capacity of lo s s than bomoon ^ a^ oompanioii body fluid 

analyzing cartridge body having a liquid vohimooapaoity ofbetwoon 50 and SflO mioro - iiton) 



37. (cancel) 

38. -43. (previously canceled) 

AMENDMENT AND RESPONSE 
SN: 09/982.307 
Attv, Dkt NO/ t $663714-1 

AGIL-27,470 



PAGE 8/14 ' RCVD AT 1 1/14/2006 7:09:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0£FXRM/1 2 * DNIS:2733300 1 CSID:972 479 0464 1 DURATION (mm-ss):03-22 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



